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RUSSELL TERRACE REVITALIZATION  

On November 10, 2016, Laredo Housing Authority (LHA) Staff attended the 
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairõs (TDHCA) Board 

Meeting where we were approved the 9% Tax Credits in order to building 

Casa Verde under the condition that 38 units would be transferred to Casa 

Verde and 138 units at Russell Terrace be reconstructed at Russell Terrace.  

Currently, LHA Staff is working hard to submit all the necessary paperwork 
required by HUD to move forward with the projectõs revitalization.  

Several meetings have been held at Russell Terrace to promote open 

communication and discussion with the residents of housing preferences 

during the time of reconstruction and the progress of the project. The 

residents were asked during these meetings to fill out a form with their 

housing preference, whether they chose to be temporarily relocate and 
return to Russell Terrace after the reconstruction or be assisted through the 

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers.  

The projectõs reconstruction will be done in phases. It is estimated to begin 

mid -2017 and span about 2 years.  
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Russell Terrace is awaiting 

many changes as the plans 

for Revitalization of the  
Development continue.  
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The Christmas cheer was all around this season at 
Laredo Housing Authority. Santa Claus made a 

stop at each Development with the children. They 

all got a chance to meet with Santa to share their 

wish lists and received candy bags. The Seniorsõ 

Home rejoiced with tamales and hojarascas during 

their Christmas lunch where Santa and his sleigh made a surprise appearance as well. On December 10, 

Christmas Laredo for All entertained the residents with music and dance. Musical numbers were put on by 

the organization as well as many of the children from the Developments. Residents 

were invited to Colonia Guadalupe to enjoy the entertainment and 

food on a Saturday. To close the event, 

the children also received toys 

from Santa.  

It is safe to say, it was a 

festive season!! Check out 

pictures from all our holiday 

events on page 5.  

Sara Alicia Rodriguez began her story at the Laredo 

Housing Authority in 2001 when she moved into 

Russell Terrace. After living with LHA for some 

time, Ms. Rodriguez began working with the Agency 

as a delivery driver for the Kidsõ Caf®. She served as 

the President for the Russell Terrace Resident 

Council as well as on the Central Resident 

Council over the span of 13 years 

where she helped to coordinate 

many events such as loterias, 

jamaicas, and raffles for her 

development.  

From the first moment that 

she came to the Laredo 

Housing Authority, she 

stirred up the pot. Ms. 

Rodriguez always played an 

active role in the community 

she loved. She was a driven 

woman. Her energy was 

infectious and you were sure to 

know what was on her mind. She was 

committed to education for her children as well 

as for the children of the Development. As President 

of the Russell Terrace Resident Council, she made 

sure to award many scholarships to graduating 

students for the continuation of their studies.  

Remembering Sara Rodriguez 
However, Ms. Rodriguezõs commitment to Russell 

Terrace went far beyond her front door. She was 

an advocate of social justice. You could find her 

rallying during city marches such as the Cesar 

Chavez march and the Bethany House March 

Against Hunger. She stood up and spoke out 

about Russell Terrace at several City 

Council Meeting. Even in what would 

be her final days, Ms. Rodriguez 

traveled with us to Austin, TX 

to represent the Residents at 

the Texas Department of 

Housing and Community 

Affairs Board Meeting and 

fought for the salvation of 

Russell Terrace!  

Ms. Rodriguez passed away 

on November 14, 2016 at the 

age of 57. She is survived by 

her companion Jose Ruben De 

La Cruz; mother, Rita Salazar; 

children, Laura Rodriguez, Eduardo 

Rodriguez, Ruben De La Cruz, Barbara De La 

Cruz; Siblings, Leticia Rodriguez, Rosendo 

Rodriguez, and numerous friends and relatives. 

Ms. Rodriguez will be missed for her 

rambunctious personality and giving heart.  


