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RUSSELL TERRACE REVITALIZATION  

On November 10, 2016, Laredo Housing Authority (LHA) Staff attended the 
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affair’s (TDHCA) Board 

Meeting where we were approved the 9% Tax Credits in order to building 

Casa Verde under the condition that 38 units would be transferred to Casa 

Verde and 138 units at Russell Terrace be reconstructed at Russell Terrace.  

Currently, LHA Staff is working hard to submit all the necessary paperwork 
required by HUD to move forward with the project’s revitalization.  

Several meetings have been held at Russell Terrace to promote open 

communication and discussion with the residents of housing preferences 

during the time of reconstruction and the progress of the project. The 

residents were asked during these meetings to fill out a form with their 

housing preference, whether they chose to be temporarily relocate and 
return to Russell Terrace after the reconstruction or be assisted through the 

Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers.  

The project’s reconstruction will be done in phases. It is estimated to begin 

mid-2017 and span about 2 years.  
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The Christmas cheer was all around this season at 

Laredo Housing Authority. Santa Claus made a 

stop at each Development with the children. They 

all got a chance to meet with Santa to share their 

wish lists and received candy bags. The Seniors’ 

Home rejoiced with tamales and hojarascas during 

their Christmas lunch where Santa and his sleigh made a surprise appearance as well. On December 10, 

Christmas Laredo for All entertained the residents with music and dance. Musical numbers were put on by 

the organization as well as many of the children from the Developments. Residents 

were invited to Colonia Guadalupe to enjoy the entertainment and 

food on a Saturday. To close the event, 

the children also received toys 

from Santa.  

It is safe to say, it was a 

festive season!! Check out 

pictures from all our holiday 

events on page 5. 

Sara Alicia Rodriguez began her story at the Laredo 

Housing Authority in 2001 when she moved into 

Russell Terrace. After living with LHA for some 

time, Ms. Rodriguez began working with the Agency 

as a delivery driver for the Kids’ Café. She served as 

the President for the Russell Terrace Resident 

Council as well as on the Central Resident 

Council over the span of 13 years 

where she helped to coordinate 

many events such as loterias, 

jamaicas, and raffles for her 

development.  

From the first moment that 

she came to the Laredo 

Housing Authority, she 

stirred up the pot. Ms. 

Rodriguez always played an 

active role in the community 

she loved. She was a driven 

woman. Her energy was 

infectious and you were sure to 

know what was on her mind. She was 

committed to education for her children as well 

as for the children of the Development. As President 

of the Russell Terrace Resident Council, she made 

sure to award many scholarships to graduating 

students for the continuation of their studies.  

Remembering Sara Rodriguez 
However, Ms. Rodriguez’s commitment to Russell 

Terrace went far beyond her front door. She was 

an advocate of social justice. You could find her 

rallying during city marches such as the Cesar 

Chavez march and the Bethany House March 

Against Hunger. She stood up and spoke out 

about Russell Terrace at several City 

Council Meeting. Even in what would 

be her final days, Ms. Rodriguez 

traveled with us to Austin, TX 

to represent the Residents at 

the Texas Department of 

Housing and Community 

Affairs Board Meeting and 

fought for the salvation of 

Russell Terrace!  

Ms. Rodriguez passed away 

on November 14, 2016 at the 

age of 57. She is survived by 

her companion Jose Ruben De 

La Cruz; mother, Rita Salazar; 

children, Laura Rodriguez, Eduardo 

Rodriguez, Ruben De La Cruz, Barbara De La 

Cruz; Siblings, Leticia Rodriguez, Rosendo 

Rodriguez, and numerous friends and relatives. 

Ms. Rodriguez will be missed for her 

rambunctious personality and giving heart.  
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On November 12, 2016, Bethany House of Laredo and 

the Laredo Homeless Coalition held their Annual 

March Against Hunger and Homelessness. 

Representatives of the Laredo Housing Authority as 

well as Members and Officers of the Resident Councils 

attended the march to show support and bring 

awareness to the cause. At the end of the march, all 

those present feasted on the traditional meal given to 

the homeless—rice and beans with tortillas.  

Resident Councils 
March to End Hunger 

After 42 years of dedication to the Laredo 

Housing Authority, Ms. Delia Ortiz retired on 

October 31st. She began her time at LHA as a 
clerk typist and ultimately achieved the 

positon of CQI Specialist in 2009.  

Six presidents, six mayors and five executive 

directors later, Ms. Ortiz is calling it a career. 

Thank you for your years of service, 

dedication, and loyalty to the Laredo Housing 
Authority. We wish you a long life, health, 

and happiness. 

Farewell Delia Ortiz! 

Project Grow! Garden 
Unveiled at Senior  

Citizen Home 
Members of Laredo Main Street’s Board and 

Gateway Rotary Club joined City Officials and 

residents of the Senior Citizen Home on 

December 8, 2016 to unveil the flourishing 

garden that now resides in the courtyard.  

Residents have been able to care for and 

cultivate their own crops such as kale, radish, 

and basil. Also currently growing are also 

carrots, green beans, bell peppers, mixed 

greens, and more!   
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The Community at 

LHA’s Senior Home 

enjoyed two days of 

Thanksgiving festivities! 

Served by Job Corp’s 

Culinary Arts Students, 

Seniors had a filling 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

of turkey, corn, mashed 

potatoes, and stuffing. 

The following day, the students returned to join the 

Seniors in a rhythm-filled afternoon for a 

Thanksgiving Dance. Stepping lively, two generations 

danced hand in hand to cumbias, boleros, and 

mambos. 

Thanksgiving at Seniors! 

A Reminder to all  

Graduating High School 

Students 

Sign up with your school  

counselor to qualify for  

Laredo Housing Authority’s 

Scholarship Program.  

Scholarships are awarded to 

students who will be graduating 

from High School this year and 

are planning to attend college 

the following semester.  

For more information, ask your school 

counselor or call LHA Offices. 

Seniors Resident Council  
Honors Judge Oscar Liendo 

With great gratitude, officers and members of the Senior 

Home Resident Council honored Judge Oscar Liendo 

with a plaque for his unwavering support and love. 

Judge Liendo is no stranger in the halls of our Senior 

Citizen Home, and we appreciate the care he has always 

shown to our residents. THANK YOU, JUDGE! 
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Board of Commissioners 

José L. Ceballos 

Chairman  

Dr. Sergio D. Garza 

Vice-Chairman 

Dr. Marisela Rodríguez 

Commissioner 

Gina Magallanes 

Commissioner 

Melissa Ortiz 
Acting/Interim Executive  

Director 
 

Laredo Housing Authority 

(956) 722-4521 
 

City of Laredo 
Services Helpline 

311 

2000 San Francisco Ave. 

Laredo, TX 78040 

 

The Colonia Report is 

produced by the Housing 

Authority of the City or 

Laredo 

Comments, articles and 

photographs are welcome 

for The Colonia Report 

newsletter. All submissions 

must have a name and a 

phone number to be 

considered. Due to space 

limitations, the editor 

reserves the right to reject 

or edit copy as necessary. 

Email submissions to: 

Julia Orduña 

jorduna@larha.org  

Visit us online at 

www.larha.org 

LHA is a Fair Housing and 

Equal Employment 

Opportunity Agent 


